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important attributes, the right to confer upon a subject by act
of will a place in the hierarchic scheme which in the ordinary
way only those born of the blood would have been eligible to fill:
a very necessary right to sovereigns un will ing to be monopolised
by a closed corporation of relatives. But Elizabeth could go
further. Having no near relatives, at least none nearer than
female cousins in the second degree, it was open to her to set
Robert up in their stead as a kind of vicarious Prince of the Blood.
Precisely as she charged Cecil at the beginning of her reign with
the duties of Chief Minister, so she gradually vested Robert with
those of "my brother and best friend." He entertained visiting
royalty on her behalf; when she appeared to be dying in the
autumn of 1562 she solemnly bound the Council to make him
Protector until the succession could be settled; reigning houses
with princesses to dispose of and an eye on English friendship
began to take note of him in case Elizabeth decided not to have
him herself. It was an expedient dictated by tenderness, a com-
promise designed both to raise him above the seduction of rivals
and establish him in the world's eye as fit, if she could bring
herself to it, to mate with herself.
How soon she knew in her heart that she would never so
bring herself it is impossible to say. She did not envisage ulti-
ma tes. Instinct and policy, working with her in smooth com-
bination, counselled her in this, as in all the major problems of
her life, to keep her attention on the matter in hand, to take her
time, to strike the best possible working balance between con-
flicting demands. Blind infatuation, the clamour for all heaven
in a moment, was not for her: the tragedy of Mary Stuart or of
Hamlet's mother, which so very nearly threatened her on the
morrow of Amy's death, failed to materialise because she utterly
lacked their tragic potentiality. For the characteristics of tragedy
are waste and speed, whereas hers were outstandingly thrift and
delay. By delay she kept the worst from happening. By thrift
she added the valuable result of making the lover do useful work
for the Queen in return for the favours he obtained from the
woman.